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One Anothering one Another and other Ones

I.   3Jo 5-6  - Thou doest faithfully whatsoever thou doest to the brethren, and to strangers; which have borne witness of thy charity before the church: whom if thou bring forward on their journey after a godly sort, thou shalt do well.

A. For 10-15 yr, I've taught PB’s to one another one another; Gaius to brethren.  For 10-15 mo, I've taught PB’s to one another other ones; Gaius to strangers.  Both bear witness, bring forward, are godly & doing well.

B. At the 2014 Preacher’s Meeting my message was centered on Matt 25, Is 58, and the Good Samaritan:
1. Matt 25: 38-40  -  Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee?  or thirsty, and gave thee drink?  When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in?  or naked, and clothed thee?  or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?  …  to the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.
2. Is 58:6-8  -  Is not this the fast that I have chosen?  to loose the bands of wickedness, to undo the heavy burdens, to let the oppressed go free, and that ye break every yoke?  Is it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and bring the poor that are cast out to thy house?  when thou seest the naked, that thou cover him?
3. Luke 10:28-29  -  Samaritan … saw him, had compassion on him, went to him, bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

C. My conviction has strengthened as community outreach surfaced multiple times in recent sermons.
1. Luke 3:9-10  -  the people asked him, saying, What shall we do then?  He answereth and saith unto them, He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath none; and he that hath meat, let him do likewise.
a. My message:  God is more interested in turning points than starting points.  
b. What is “fruit meet for repentance?  charity and working honestly (Matt  3:7-10, Luke 3:11-14).
2. Jam 2:14-17  -  If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily food, and one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; what doth it profit?   Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.
a. My message:  Faith believes God’s precepts and promises.
b. Legalists neglect promises; fatalists neglect commandments; God wrote both!  Faith believes both.
3. 1Jo 3:16-18  -  But whoso hath this world's good, and seeth his brother have need, and shutteth up his bowels of compassion from him, how dwelleth the love of God in him?  My little children, let us not love in word, neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth.
a. My message:  Bible love is more than a feeling
b. Hollywood has defined love as fireworks and passion; Scripture as obedience and sacrifice
4. [bookmark: _GoBack]Is 58:9-11  -  the LORD shall answer, Here I am. If thou take away from the midst of thee the yoke, the putting forth of the finger, and speaking vanity, draw out thy soul to the hungry, satisfy the afflicted … then He shall:  guide thee continually, satisfy thy soul in drought, make fat thy bones …
a. My message:  Here I am,
b. God’s conditional blessings; conditions included feeding the hungry ad satisfying the afflicted
1. Rom 12:20-21  -  Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head.  Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good.
a. My Message:  Love thy enemy [love your mean bus driver to an 8 year old]:
b. Scripture is our benchmark, not feelings.  Reach out to those who make it difficult to do so.

II.   Eph 4:16  -  the whole body fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love
A. An Inward Emphasis  [the Who and the How]
1. whole body		3.   compacted	       5.   supplieth	       7.   every part                 9.  edifying
2. joined together	4.   every joint	       6.   effectual working       8.   maketh increase	     10.  in love
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B. Thirty “One Another’s”
1. love  -  Rom 13:8		  11.   bare  burdens  -  Gal 6:2		21.  exhort  -  Heb 3:13
2. edify  -  Rom 14:19 		  12.   be kind to  -  Eph 4:32		22.  consider  -  Heb 10:24
3. salute  -  Rom 16:16		  13.   forgive  -  Col 3:13			23.   speak no evil  -  Jam 4:11
4. greet  -  1Co 16:2		  14.   forbear  -  Col 3:13			24.   grudge not  -  Jam 5:9
5. serve  -  Gal 5:13		  15.   admonish  -  Col 3:16		25.   compassion  -  1Pe 3:8
6. not provoke  -  Gal 5:26	  16.   teach  -  Col 3:16			26.   hospitality  -  1Pe 4:9
7. not envy  -  Gal 5:26	  	  17.   comfort  -  1Th 4:18		27.   minister to  -  1Pe 4:	10
8. pray for  -  Jam 5:16		  18.   tarry for  -  1Co 11:33		28.   receive  -  Rom 15:7
9. prefer  -  Rom 12:10		  19.   submit  -  Eph 5:21			29.   confess  -  Jam 5:16	
10. be subject to  -  1Pe 5:5	  20.   have fellowship  -  1Jo 1:7		30.   have peace  -  Mark 9:50

III.   Community Outreach addresses both physical and spiritual needs.
A. Local bodies extend into community, after strengthening the local body.
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B. Physical:  1Ti  6:17-18  -  Charge them that are rich in this world, that they be not high-minded, nor trust in uncertain riches, but in the living God, who giveth us richly all things to enjoy;  that they do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to distribute, willing to communicate.
1. Everything we have is God’s; we are merely stewards of what God entrusted us.
2. One Another’s  -   we can love, salute, serve, consider, show compassion, give hospitality, & minister to

C. Spiritual:  1Th 1:6-8  -  So that ye were ensamples to all that believe in Macedonia and Achaia.  For from you sounded out the word of the Lord not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith to God-ward is spread abroad; so that we need not to speak anything.
1. Be thou an example of the believers, in word, conversation, charity, spirit, faith, and purity  -  1Ti 4:10, 12
2. One Another’s  -   we can edify, not provoke, be kind to, teach, comfort, forgive, forbear, minister to

IV.  OK.  So you’re convinced scripture says reach out:  Where do I begin?   What am I to do?  How shall I do it?
A. Mount Olive has not perfected the ministry of community outreach.  We’ve been at it less than 2 years.
1. Four years ago I accepted a church which had undergone a major split, and found a wounded body
a. Years 1 & 2 we began one anothering One Another; and that alone!
b. Years 3 & 4 we began one anothering Other Ones, but continued to one another each other
c. Delaying community outreach because of wounds is wise, doing so because of tradition is rebellion
2. We’ve tried things that did not work and things that worked moderately well.  We’ve hit no home runs.
a. We’ve run into people who truly needed a jump start and others who were professional takers
b. Our efforts are a “work in progress.”  We continually tweak the things we do.
c. We are not afraid to cut bait on an idea that did not work for us or the Roanoke Valley.
3. My top priority is the protection of the members, especially the women and children
a. Our old, young, and women folk always minister as part of a larger group
b. In certain situations, my son has strapped a 9mm to his side
c. I pray, do due diligence, seek counsel, and pray some more - before undertaking a ministry
B. Each church has its own set of members with their own set of unique gifts.  Go with what you’ve got.
 1.  Take an objective inventory of your church’s gifts.
       a.   Is the congregation blessed with tradesmen, medical personnel, educators, …?
       b.   What kind of community is the church located:  urban/suburban/rural, upscale/not, rising/declining?
       c.   From where do the immigrants in your community come:  Latino, Asian, African, or a melting pot?
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 2.   Mount Olive was blessed with an Eric Naschold as a member.
a. Eric was already community minded (Community Christmas Store, Food Bank, Rand house)
b. Eric is an organizer  -  gathering funds, supplies, facilities, tradesmen, volunteers 
c. Eric is a facilitator -  securing building permits, IRS documentation, publicity, understudies
 3.   Roanoke Rescue Mission was a finely tuned machine before Mt. Olive PBC showed up.  It had:
 a.    Medical & dental clinics, barber/salon, kitchen, dorms, a store, continuing education, daily chapel
 b.    Donations are good, but only a starting point.  That’s not exactly getting into the ditch, is it?
 c.    Helping Bro. Beal is good, but also a starting point.  He’s the one rolling up his sleeves, not you.
C. Discernment is a huge factor in determining the who, what, when, where and how much’s of a ministry
       1.  Jesus ministered in a variety of manners; need was His determining factor, not law.
              a.   Jesus fed a hungry people after three days of preaching (Mark 8:1-2)
        	     b.   Jesus fed a hungry people after a partial day of preaching (Mark 6:34-35)
	     c.   Jesus fed a group on day one, but refused the same group on day two (John 6:22-27)
       2.   Sometimes, physical needs must be addressed before a spiritual need can be
              a.   God gave Elijah 40 days of food & rest before addressing the spiritual (1Ki 19:4-8).
              b.   David and his soldiers ate hallowed bread because of faintness (1Sa 21:3-6)
              c.   For He knoweth our frame; He remembereth that we are dust  (Ps 103:14)
D. Never forget, we have the gospel of Jesus Christ - which separates us from secular charities.
1.   We feed and clothe for the opportunity of sharing hope, not to get church members.
       a.   If we gain a member, great.  If another church gains a member, great.  But the ultimate goal is to save 
		a child of God from a life of misery and hopelessness. (Eph 2:12, 1Co 10:19-20).
       b.   We wish to share the joy we have in Christ.  Having fellowship with us would be great, but our goal		is to assist others in their fellowship with Christ (1Jo 1:1-4, 3Jo 5-8).
 2.   We feed and clothe because it is our privilege, because executing that privilege glorifies God.
 a.   No man hath seen God at any time, but people get a glimpse of God when they see us loving our 	others, as individuals and corporate bodies. (1Jo 4:12)
      b.   A light that shines in the midst of a crooked and perverse nation is a strange but welcome sight, a God 	honoring light (Php 2:15, Matt 14-16)
E. Like the female mentor in “War Room,” Lord, help me to shut my mouth; not to say too much, too fast.”
       1.   PB’s have enough which separates them without initiating with predestination and election
	     a.   1Jo 1:9  -  If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us …
	     b.   Rom 8:39  -  Nor height, nor depth, nor any creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God
                   c.   Rom 7:21-23  -  … when I would do good, evil is present with me.  For I delight in the law of God 
		           after the inward man:   But I see another law in my members, warring against the law of my mind …
 2.   2015 Messages delivered at the Roanoke Rescue Mission; doctrine is present, but hope is primary.
a. Jephthah:  A man of faith with a few rough edges, edges which cost him peace and joy in this world
b. Kudzu and Tomato Plants:  The two natures of every born again child of God
c. Reckoning:  Storms challenge everyone, what matters is how we reset our course after a storm
d. Work:  God honors those who work as if God were their boss, even if our boss is a knucklehead
e. Scandalous Grace:  Jesus ministered to scandalous people and was fussed at for doing so
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